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  London Critical creates accessible, non-hierarchical spaces for emergent critical thought.
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  Deadline for proposals: Thursday 29th February 2024
The Call for Presentations is now open for the 11th annual London Conference in Critical Thought (LCCT), hosted and supported by the University of Greenwich.
The LCCT is an annual interdisciplinary conference that provides a forum for emergent critical scholarship, broadly construed. The event is always free for all to attend and follows a nonhierarchical model that seeks to foster opportunities for intellectual critical exchanges where all are treated equally regardless of affiliation or seniority. There are no keynotes and the conference is envisaged as a space for those who share intellectual approaches and interests but may find themselves on the margins of their academic department or discipline.
There is no pre-determined theme for each iteration of the conference, with the intellectual content and thematic foci of the conference determined by the streams that are accepted for inclusion in response to the Call for Stream Proposals (now closed).
The streams for LCCT 2024 are:
• Abolition, Carcerality, and Care
• Body Folds and Booty Shots
• Collaboration and Collectivising: Potentials and Intersections
• Convivial Spaces: Forms and Figures of Encounter in Writing and Architecture
• Detail as a Creative-Critical Gateway in Literature, Art, and Architecture
• Exploring and Mapping, Littoral Zones and Liminal Realms: Manifesting Insights and Perspectives on Creative Practice
• Low Theory/Radical Praxis
• Mediating Cultural Heritage: Narrative Strategies and Tactics
• Radical Aesthetics: Imagining, Organising, Enacting Democratic Futures
• The Challenge of Scarcity: Politics, Ecology, and Beyond
• Transforming Vocology Through Interdisciplinary Perspectives
• Trans Theologies
• Use and Abuse of Passion in the Precarious Labour Market
• Violent Delights: Joy, Pleasure, Ecstasies, the Political, and the Promise of Violent Ends
• Watery Speculations
• What’s the Matter with the Culture Wars?
Please read the stream descriptions in the full CFP. If you would like to participate in one of them, please send an abstract for a proposed presentation to londoncritical@gmail.com with the relevant stream title indicated in the subject line.
Abstracts should be submitted as Word documents of no more than 250 words and must be received by Thursday 29th February 2024. Please note that LCCT is an in-person conference.























  
  









  Download the 2024 Call for Presentations here
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  The London Journal of Critical Thought (LJCT) is an open access and peer reviewed academic journal that creates an alternative space for emergent critical thought by publishing that publishes ‘collections’ of short pieces that emerge in conversation from participation in any academic event. These collections are distinct from more traditional collections sometimes found in journals or books by virtue of both the shorter length of individual pieces as well the emphasis placed on the relationship between the pieces and the academic event. Rather than individual stand alone. 
The LJCT is distinct from more a traditional proceedings journal in that the pieces are not framed as stand-alone work, each piece is rather a part of its particular collection informed by the conversations which emerged from the original event.   The journal consists of a series of ‘collections’ that are typically constituted of 3 to 4 pieces (between 2000 and 4000 words each) and are preceded by an introduction from the co-editor(s) of the Collection.   The LJCT originated publishing collections that derived from the London Conference in Critical Thought, but from 2023 is now open to collection submissions based on participation in any academic event. 
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  Midlands Conference of Critical Thought 2024























  
  









  The Midlands Conference in Critical Thought (MCCT) is an offshoot of the LCCT. The inaugural conference will be held at Nottingham Trent University on April 5-6 2024. The MCCT will follow the same ethos and format as the LCCT, with a midlands flavour. The Call for Papers  is now open, with a deadline of 6th December 2023.
Please download the Long Programme here and the Short Programme here. 
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  The London Conference in Critical Thought (LCCT) began as many ideas do – in conversation with friends. In this case it was with new friends made at another conference where we all felt that the most interesting panels and papers always seemed to appear at the margins of the event and the margins of disciplinary boundaries more generally. From this we were inspired to find a means of developing and sustaining the sense of community we found on these margins. Central to this vision was an interdisciplinary, non-hierarchical, and accessible event which made a particular effort to embrace emergent thought and the participation of emergent academics. For these reasons we decided against the common practice of including keynote speakers. It was also agreed that the conference must be free to attend.
While the original Call for Presentations in the first year was developed by a small group of committed volunteers, the organising collective soon grew with an enthusiastic response from those who proposed thematic streams and panels. In this way, both the organising collective and the subjects discussed at the conference emerge in an organic process as academics identified with an event oriented toward a broad interpretation of critical thought.
The conference moves between institutions in London. Our first conference was held in 2012, at Birkbeck hosted by the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities with additional support from the School of Law. Subsequent conferences have been held at Royal Holloway, Goldsmiths, UCL, London South Bank and the University of Westminster. The LCCT regularly attracts around 150 participants, sometimes more than 200.
Conversations at the Margins
Although there is no set theme for the conference as a whole, we seek to select stream and presentation proposals where they appear to enter ‘into conversation’ with one another. Part of the ethos of the conference is to bring people together whose works speak to one another where they might otherwise tend to be segregated by discipline, department, or even academic position. We felt this was particularly important for emerging academics who may not already have an established network of those who share common interests.
The emphasis of bringing people and ideas into conversation plays a key role in the presentation selection process where we work collaboratively across the conference organisation to identify presentations that work well together. We also organise the timings and structure of the conference to provide longer than average amounts of time for discussion and for social interaction in between panels at the end of the day.
If there is a coalescing theme it is that the conference engages in ‘critical thought’ which we interpret very broadly allowing for the themes, questions, and topics to emerge organically through the Call for Streams and the Call for Presentations.
Non-Hierarchical and Accessible
Unlike many conferences of its size, there are no plenaries, no specially invited guests, and the conference is free for all to attend.
Keeping the conference free is one of the primary ways in which we seek to keep the conference accessible, particularly for those who wish to participate but do not have institutional support to do so. We work to keep the costs of the conference to a minimum so that the conference itself remains sustainable in its running, can move between institutions with greater ease, and most importantly, remain free. There are no paid staff associated with the conference administration (it is run by volunteers), no flights to pay for star academics, nor fancy dinners. After ensuring that we have rooms for the panels we prioritise funds for coffee, and if possible a drinks reception.
We also do not prioritise any particular emergent ‘conversation’ of the conference above others – which is part of the reason for why we have chosen not to have plenary speakers or panels. Similarly, panels are not generally ‘pre-formed’ but emerge as the result of what comes in from the Call for Presentations – allowing for a more open opportunity for potential participants to engage in a particular conversation.
The primary organising body of the conference, the LCCT Collective, is a group of volunteers, with changing membership. We work in a way that aims to keep the decision making processes within the collective non-hierarchical and cooperative. If you have been involved with the conference and would like to become part of the organising collective, please do get in touch!
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  londoncritical@gmail.com
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