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Goldsmiths Feminist Postgraduate Forum: Moving Through the Intersection? Interrogating 
Categories and Postintersectional Politics 
 
 

1.  [Panel title to be confirmed] 

a. Lieta Vivaldi: The Situation of Abortion in Chile: An Intersectional Perspective 
 

b. Dalal Al-Abbasi: Understanding Saudi Female teachers’ experiences in Saudi Arabia 

 
2. [Panel title to be confirmed] 

a. Mijke Van der Drift: The Politics of Transfemmebodiment 

b. Urvashi Vashist: Critical Modern: The Non-Fiction of Arundhati Roy and Virgina Woolf  

c. Lisa Gutsche: “Orange is the New Blog” – Intersections in Feminist Blogging about 

‘Orange is the New Black’ 

 

 
Panel One: 
 
Lieta Vivaldi: The Situation of Abortion in Chile: An Intersectional Perspective 
 
Chile is one of seven countries that ban abortion under all circumstances. This violates women's 
human rights to an extent requiring urgent legal review.   
 
In Chile, recent estimates place the number of abortions as high as 70,000 a year, most 
procured surreptitiously in a black market in which income and connections play a key role. The 
illegality and penalisation of abortion correlate strongly with vulnerability, including feelings 
of guilt and loneliness; fear of prosecution; physical and psychological harm, and social ostracism. 
 
In the matter of safe abortion, many women lack access to information and many more cannot 
afford the cost. As studies conducted in Chile and elsewhere show, disadvantaged women and girls 
who can't afford safe abortions account for most complications, exposing an appalling case of social 
and gender inequity. Also, poor women who depend on local clinics and public facilities and services 
for access to contraceptives are more likely to be prosecuted. 
 
Although misoprostol use in Chile significantly helped prevent greater harm and enhance women’s 
agency, a ban on sales created a black market. Against this background, feminist groups stepped in 
with a novel solidarity and support strategy that has proved crucial in preserving access to the drug 
and the correct its safe use. I will address this problem from a intersectional perspective, following 
the testimonies (collected in a recent study in which I participated) of many Chileans directly or 
indirectly involved in abortion cases. 
 
 
Dalal Al-Abbasi: Understanding Saudi Female teachers’ experiences in Saudi Arabia. 
 
The notion of teachers’ voices, narratives, biographies and other kinds of approaches that highlight 
and capture teachers’ experiences are well established according to Kirk and Winthrop (2008) in both 
North America and western literature ( see for example Goodson 1996). In Saudi Arabia where access 
to Saudi female teachers is not easy, you find these kinds of approaches are rarely used in research. 
Jamjoom 2010 stated that today there is a generation of Saudi female teachers who are believed to 
be the key players in the development of education, but they often lack voice and presence in 
current research that commonly present poor description of their unique experiences 
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( Jamjoom 2007). 
 
In this paper, I will present my experience being a Saudi female myself conducting a 
phenomenological study with a group of Saudi female teachers, giving them the opportunity to 
present themselves, their voices and their own experiences being part of Saudi society. I will also 
present part of my study in which I used critical hermeneutical analysis to help understand in more 
depth some of these experiences that connect to a more social and political aspects of their life. 
 
This interdisciplinary approach has produced the following distinctive effects: first, my role as the 
researcher is not concerned only with recording teachers’ experiences, but with co-constructing 
meanings. Second, the Saudi context has revealed itself particularly prominently as an actor in the 
phenomenon. 
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Panel Two: 

Mijke van der Drift: The Politics of Transfemmebodiment  
 
The paper focuses on the figure of the Transfemme as an embodied and embedded exploration of 
ways of gendered living. 
 
Focussing on the transfemme as an explorative cross-over between queer, trans* and femininity, I 
will argue that the transfemme is a specific figure that destabilises categorical thinking about 
identity. The transfemme is formed through the embodiment of invisibility and simultaneous 
hypervisibility. I will argue that erasure is the main element that forms this assemblage of 
experiences. Therefore, I will propose strategies of understanding that invite various elements, which 
form the figure of the transfemme as an open-ended structure. 
 
This open-ended form of overlapping experiences, recreates the transfemme perspective through 
'exposure' as the main element that composes (trans)femininity. By focussing on exposure I shall 
argue that the dichotomy feminine/masculine can be rendered as community oriented versus 
individual oriented. Within this fluid perspective femininity becomes politicised instead of erased. 
Through 'exposure' as mark of the feminine a range of contextual and transforming interpretations 
of the feminine are envisioned, hereby rendering the simultaneous erasure/hypervisibility 
experience as constructive.  
 
Drawing from figures as the 'Diesel Femme' by S. Bear Bergman and discussions on Femme from 
Hollibaugh, Dahl, Ortiz and Nestle, I will push Transfemmebodiment as an extension of 
Femmebodiment. I will argue that this figure can be used for a wider interpretation of political and 
destabilising forms of genderedness. 

Urvashi Vashist: Critical Modern: The Non-Fiction of Arundhati Roy and Virgina Woolf  

Author of the eminently successful The God of Small Things and activist Arundhati Roy can perhaps 
be described, most accurately, as a professional dissident. Since she won the Booker in 1997, Roy’s 
writing has focused almost exclusively on the failures of democracy in India and abroad, on the 
intentional and incidental violence of majority views, and the oppressive nature of established social 
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structures, paradigms of thought, and ‘knowledge’. Her uncompromising polemic, commitment to 
political dissent, and ‘accurate description of [that] slice of reality’ which is rarely presented as any 
version of the ‘truth’ by politically correct or moderate littérateurs and journalists, have made her as 
thoroughly unpopular at home as she is lauded overseas.  
 
This paper reads Roy’s consistently counter engagement with India’s ‘new modernism’, her 
articulation of the citizen exile through singularly interdisciplinary and stylistically controversial 
manifestos of resistance from The Algebra of Infinite Justice (2002) to Broken Republic (2011) as 
analogous with—as an enactment of—the ‘outsider’ position Virginia Woolf advocated in Three 
Guineas (1938). I take advantage of the textual and contextual parallels and correspondences 
between Roy’s and Woolf’s strategically contrary dissent to arrive at a theory of reading the critically 
modern. Engaging with the languages of alterity and transnationality both in Woolf and Roy and in 
the maps of modernism drawn around them – speaking to issues of neocolonialism in relation with 
Harry Sullivan’s ‘parataxic distortion’; using the concepts of planetarity and geomodernism as well as 
Judith Butler’s notion of recognizability – and through an epistemological discursion into modern 
feminisms and postfeminist modernisms, this paper examines its own participation in the 
proliferation of diverse, imaginative, critical modernisms. 
 
Lisa Gutsche: “Orange is the New Blog” – intersections in feminist blogging about “Orange is the 
New Black” 
 
The series Orange is the New Black (OTNB), produced for the Online-Television company “Netflix” in 
2013, was highly praised and criticized by feminist bloggers for its depiction and representation of 
Lesbians, Black Women and Latina Women in Prison. OTNB seems to work in a field of frictions, 
tension and ambivalences regarding representation, feeding into common stereotypes while at the 
same time trying to offer a different and more diverse view on representation. Television cannot be 
seen solely as offering pleasure in viewing, but must also be seen as an active cultural object that 
produces and governs social norms. Furthermore, audiences contest and negotiate these social 
norms in their approach to media consumption. 
 
The proposed talk would deal with the intersections and ambiguities between the categories of race, 
class, gender and sexuality in the show and how they are read and therefore addressed by the 
authors of feminist blog articles. Is OTNB as “not only diverse, but also intersectional”, as Curvemag 
states, or can it be seen as doing “a horrible job of unpacking race, but does an excellent of  (sic) job 
highlighting class based issues” (feministgriote)? I intend to show that an intersectional perspective is 
necessary to understand how feminist blog authors read OTNB, arguing that by looking at categories 
like race, gender, class and sexuality individually, the multiplicity of relationships and characters in 
OTNB cannot be fully analysed and stays within a “happy diversity” framework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


